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Scnnte Bill No. 12, "An Act for the relief and support of the poor," 
was t..'1.kcn up, re!lcl first time, :md amendment:! 9f the committee 
adopted. · 

On motion of Senn.tor Grace, fifty copies were ordered to be printed 
· and the bill made the special order for this day week. 

Senn.tor Storey, by leave, introduced n, bill entitled: "An .Act for the 
· relief of the hefrs of Lientent\nt S:unuel Wilson, clccen.sed, ''"ho foll at 
. Fu.nnin's m!\Ssacre, in the yenr 1S3G."· 
· Head and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1. 

Senate Bill No: SO, "An Act to authorize the 8ecretary of St:~te to 
·.furnish certn.in books to libr,\rie3 of bw school:;," was ta.ken up, read 
.: fil'st titnll, nnd the r.:-port of the comm ittee, recommending :tmencl
. ments, ndopted. · 
: Pending further action, on motion of Senator Grace, the Senate nd-
jonrned till to-morrow morning nt· 9:.)9 o'clock. · 

THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 

SE:NA'l'E CHAMDElt, . l 
· .Avs·rr~,''l'EXAs, Mn.y 24, 1876. J 

Senate met pm·sunnt to acljonrmncht. Prayer by the Chnph1i11. 
Journa1 of yesterd:\y read and adopted. 
Senator Thompson presented the petition of numerous ci.ti2ens of 

· Fort Bend County, "protest.ing ngainst Urn dismemberment of their 
·_'county, or the cutting off any pn.rt of it, to form a new county." · . 
:. Ren.cl :ind referred to Committee on Counties and Count1 Bouuchwies . 
. ::<:' Senator McCulloch, Chairm:m of the Committee on Statistics of In
·. dustry, P.ublic Health an cl History of Texas, submitted the following 
· report·: · 

: Ji011. R. B. lfu}jbard, P1·esuh-11t of the Senate: 
: . Your Oommittce on s ·t.ntistics of Industry, Public Health and His
tory of Texas, to whom was referred Senn.te Bill No. 180, "An Act au
thorizing qun1nntine on "the c9ast of Texas," have had the s;1me under 
,consislern.tion, n.nd I mn instructed to rcpol't the same b:ick, a.ncl recom
. mend thnt it do not pass, for the rea.soo that there is now n. sufficient 
.·'law on snid subject. . McCGr,r.ocH, Ohafr·man. 
l : Senator Storey, Chairman of Fin:i.nce Committee, sub01ittecl the fol-
.lowing report: . . 
Jion: R. B. Iiubb<ircl, President of the Senate: 

:. Your Finance Committee have had under consideration Senate Bill 
No. 168, entitled, "An Act to. make an appro1H'itition to stipply o. de
:ficiency in the approprin.tion for the postage to be used in the office of 
.the Secret.-iry of State for the fiscal year, ending August 31, 1876," and 
'I am instrncted to report tl1e bill to the Senate, with the recommenda-
tion that the same do pass. . STOREY, Ohafrman. 

Senator Thompson, from Judici;1ry Committee No. 2, submitted the 
.. following report: . 
:ll<m. R. B. Huhbarcl, P;·esiclent qf tlte Senate: 
· Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, t) whom was re:commiited Senate 
substitute for Sena.te Bills Nos. 2 and 44, entitled, "An Act to organize 
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the County Courts and define their powers nncl jurisdiction," l1:we had 
the same under consideration, and beg lenve to report it back with 
amendments, and recommend that the bill, as.amended, do pass. 

PINER, Chairman. 
The ame1~dmeuts of the com·mittee are as follows: 
Amend by striking out the word, "site," in Section 2, line 2, and 

insert the word, "seat." 
Strike out all after the word, " courts," in Section 3, line 1, down to 

the word;" and," in line S, and insert the wor~ls, "shall hnve exclusive 
original jurisdiction of all misdemeanors, except misdemeanors involv
ing official misconduct, and e:x.cepl in cnses in which the highest pen
alty or fine to be imposed may not exceed two hundred dollar$." 

In Section 3, line 12, after the word, "cases," insert the words," except 
in suits in behalf of the State to recover pennlties, forfeitures and 
escheats." . 

In Section 3, line 20, after the word, "jurisdiction,,, insert the words, 
"of suits to recover damages for slander or defamation of character, 
nor." 

In Section 3, line 53, after the word," Texn,s," insert the words," in all 
proceedings of administration and guardin.nship, an appeal shall lie t-0 
the District Court, under such rult'S and regulations as nre prescribed 
by the b.w regulating ndministmtion of estates of .decedents nnd 
wards." · · · 

In Section 3, line 54, after the wcrd, "appen.Js,'1 insert the wordi:i, "iu 
. . 1 " cr1mma cnsp. · · 
In Section 5, line 3, after the word, :'injunction," in~t~rt the word, 

"certiorari." 
In Section 6, line 20, after the word; "the," insert the words," orders 

made therein and a statement of the.' · · · 
In Sectiou 7, line 4, after the word, " State,"- insert the words, "and 

all causes, civil and criminal, remaining on the dockets of the severnl 
Criminal District Courts which have been abolished by "the adoption of 
the present Constitution." . .· 

Ju Sect.ion 7, lino 11, after the word, ",orders," insert" and statemenL 
of costs incurred." 

In Section 10, strike out all of line 1, and insert before the word, 
"term," in line 2, the words, "before each.'' 

In Section 10, line 5, strike out the word, " twelve,'' and insert the 
words, "a sufficient number of." · . 

In Section 14, strike out all down to 'the ,\rord, "jurors," in line 3.'' 
In Section 16, line 1, insert after the words, "witnesses," the words, . 

': in civil cases." . 
ln Section lS, line 20, strike· out the word, "three," and insert the 

word, "five." · . 
Iri Section 18, line 36, strike out a.II after the wo1;d, "attorneys," down 

to the wor<l, "jurors," in line 44, a.nd insert in line -44, after the word, 
"jurors,,, the words,·" in ci vii cases." . 

Add to the end of Section 22 the words," until otherwise provided !Jy 
ln.w." . 

Add the following section, to be Section 24, viz : 
"SEc. 24. All fines fo1poscd on jurors, and all fines imposed for _con

tempt of court, by any County Court of this State, and all jury foes iro- . 
posed by this act, shall constitute a jury fund, to be paid to the CounfY . 
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. Clerk, and to be disposed of by hitn in the manner "provided for in this 
!. a.ct, and said Clerk nnd the sureties on his bond shall be liable for any 

misapplication of said funds by said Clerk, or for any failure of said 
Clerk to apply the ~a.me as directed by this act.''. 

In Section 24, line 5, after the word, "fees," 10sert the words, "and 
.. fines, with the names ofpnrties from whom received." ~ . 

Change the number of Section 24 to Section·25, and the succeeding 
sections to correspond. . 

A message was received from the House announcing the passage by 
. that· body, of House Bill_ No. 86: "An Act to make an appropriation of 
the Fourteenth Legislature for frontier defense, available for payment of 
deficiency for previous years for the same purpose," and House.Joint 
Resolution. No. 182." "Joint Resolution to provide for the sur.vey, con-

. demnation, and sale of certain property belonging to the State of 
Texas." 

Senator Ball introdl1ced a hill entitled: "An Act to establish and 
maint:iin a system of public free education.'1 

Read and referred to Committee on Education. . 
. Senator Ledbetter introduced :i bill entitled: "An Act to amend the 
. penal code of the Stn.te of Texas," npproved August 28, 1856. 
· . Read and referred to Judiciary Committ.ee No. 1. 

Senator Edwards introduced a bill to be entitled: "An Act to provide 
for the registration and payment of the indebtedness of the several 

·counties of the State, incurred prior to the 18th day of April, 1876.11 

Reo.d and referred 'to Judiciary Committee No. 1. 
" · The President of the Senate, after publicly reading their captions, 
signed the following Senate bills, which had duly passed both Houses, 

l to-wit: 
Senate Bill No. 9, "An Act to amend Article 771, of' An Act to adopt 

· nnd establish a penal code for the Sta.te of Texas.' ,, 
' Senate Bill No. 33, "An Act to repeal the 'Act regulating the removal 
. of the disabilities of minors.'" 

Senate Bill No. 15, " An Act to repeal Article 76 of an act entitled 'An 
1Act to adopt and cst:ihlish a penal code for the State of Texas.'" · 

Senate Bill No. 8, "An Act to amend Article 389 of an act entitled, · 
,·.(An Act to adoot and establish n code of criminal procedure for the 
State of Texas.1 " 

.I: The President had the following telegram from the President of the 
Galveston Chamber of Commerce, A. M. Hobby, Esq., read: 

~ • GALVESTON, TExAs, May 23, 1876. 
'·'Hon. R. B. liubbard, I'rt8idmt of the Scn.al.e : 
!! The first sack of Texas fl.our shipped. from D:~lbs to Galveston sold 
at auction for three hundred· and five dollars. The purchasers were the 

,.g!eat Brazil coffee importers, J. H. Elswor.th & Co., M. Kopperl, and 
,Kauffman & Runge. Th"ey will send it as first Texas wheat offering to 
.Dom Pedro, Emperor of Brazil. Please read to the Senate. . 
j . A. M. H OBBY, 
· President Galveston .GhamlJer of Cbmmerce. 

Senator Stephens, Chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills, sub
JI:litted the following report : 
:Hon. R. B. Hubbard, Presi.dent of the Senate: 
1 . · Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have carefully examined and 
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compared Senate Bill No. 122, «An Act to fix the sa.laries of sp~cial 
judges and to· prescribe rules for pn ying the same;" also, Senate Bill 
No. 166, "An Act to pro11ide for a special term of tne District Court in 
Menard county;" and find them both correctly engrossed. 

· • STEPHENS, Chairman. 
Senate Bill No. 30, "An Act to authorize the Secretary of State to fur

nish certain books to librn.ries of law schools," being the unfinished busi
ness of yesterdny, was taken up, read second time, and ordered en-
grossed. · . 

House Bill No. 97, entitled, "An Act to amend an net entitled, 'An 
Act to prevent the herding of stock on certain lands therein named,'" 
'vas taken up and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1. 

Senn.tor Grace, Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, sub
mitted the following report : 
Hon. R. B. Hubbard, Presi,dcnt of the Senat,e : 

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully examined, co,m
pared and found correctly enrolled, Senate Bill No. 8, entitled, "An 
Act to amend Article 389 of an act entitled, 'An Act to establish a code 
of criminal procedure for the State of Texas;"' also, Senn.te Bill No. 9, 
entitled, "An Act to amend Article 771 of the criminal code;" also, Sen-

. ate Bill No. 15, entitled," An Act to repel}! Article 76 of an act entitled 
'An Act to adopt and establish a penal code for the State of Texas;"' 
also, Senate Bill No. 33, entitled, "An Act to ·repeal the ru::t to regulate 
the remov:i.l of the disabilities of minors." The same have been prop
erly si~ned. and presented to the Governor this do.~ at 10:40 . o'clock, 
A. M., to1· lus approval. GRACE, Chairma.n. 

On motion of Senator Motley, Senator Francis was excused on ac-
count of sickness in his family. · 

On motion of Senator Piner, the rules were suspended, ancl substitute 
for Senate Bills Nos. 2 and 44 were taken up, with report of committee 
recommending amendments. · 

The second re:i.ding of the bill was suspended by the following vote : 
YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassingame, Brown', Burton, Edwards, Guy,. 

Henry J. R., Hobby, Ledbetter Martin, McLeary McCormick, :McCul
loch, 'Moore, Piner, Ripetoe, Stephens, Storey, Terreil, Thompson, Worth
am-21. 

NAYs-:-None. 
In Section 2, line 2, strike out, "site," ancl insert, "seat." 
Adopted. " · 
In Section 1$, line 1, strike out all after the word, "Courts," down to 

"and," in line 8, and insert the words, "Ghall have exclusive original 
jurisdiction of all misdemeanors except misdemeanors involvin~ official 
misconduct, and except in c~es in which the hi~hest penalty or nne to be 
imposed may not exceed two hundred dollar&.' · 

Adopted. . 
In Section 3, line 12, after the wol'd, "cases," insert, the words, "ex

cept in snits in behalf of the State to recover penalties, forfeitures and 
escbeats.'' · 

Adopted. . . . 
In Section 3, line 20, after the word, "jurisdiction," insert the words, 

"of suits to recover dama-ges for slander, or defamation of. character, 
nor." 

Adopted. 
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In Section 3, line 53, after the word," Texas," insert the words, "in 
all proceedings of administration and · guo.rdianship, an appeal shall be 
to the DiStrict C-0urts under such rules aud regulations as are prescribed 
by the law regulti.ting administration of the estates of decedents and 
wards." · 

Adopted. • . 
In Section 3, line 54, after the word," nppeals," insert the words,.'' in 

cl'iminal cases." · 
Adopted. 
In Section 5, line 3, after the word, " injunct.iou," insert the word, 

" certiorari." 
Adopted. 
In Section 6, line 20, aftet· the word, "the," insert ·the words, "orders 

mo.de therein and a statement of the." 
.Adopted. 
In Section 7, line 4, after the word," State," insert the words," and 

all causes, civ.il and crimi1fal, remaining on the dockets of the seveml 
Criminal District Courts which have been n.bolished by the adoption of 
the present Constitution." 

.Adopted. · 
In Section 7, line 11., after the word "orders," insert" and statement 

o.f costs incurred." · 
4\,dotited. ~ 
In Section 10, strike out all of line 1, and insert before the word, 

'' term," in line 2, the words, "before ench." 
A~opted. . . . . 
In Section 10, line 5, strike out the word, "twelve," and insert the 

words, "a sufficient number of." · 
Adopted. 
In Section 14, strike out all down to the word, "jurors," in line 3. 
Adopted. · 
In Section 16, line 1, insert after the word, "witnesses," the word!l, " in 

civil cases." 
Adopted. . 
In Section 18, line 20, strike out th~ word, "three," and insert the 

word, " ti ve." · · 
Lost by the following vote : . 
YEAS-Sena.tors Brown, Douglass, Guy, Hobby, UcCvrmick, :frkCul-

locb, Motley, Piner, Stephens, Thompson, Worth:tm-11. · 
NAYs-Scnatora Ball, Bln.ssingatne, Burton, Crain, Edwards, Ford, 

Grace, Henry J. R., Henry F. M., Ledbetter, Martin, ll:lcL<:ary, Moore, 
Ripetoe., Storey, 'l'errell-lB. · · 

In Section 18, line 3G, strike out :ill after the word, "attorneys," down 
to the word, "jurors," in line 44, and insert in line 44 n.fter the word, 
"jurors," the words, "in civil cases.'~ • 

Ad-0pted. 
Add·to the end of Section 22 the words, "until otherwise provided hy 

law." . . 
Adopted. · 
Adel t.be following section, to be Section 24: 
"SEC. 24. All fines imposed on jurors nud nll fines imposed for con

tempt of court by any County' Court of this St:.i.te, and all jury foes im
posed by this act, shnll constitute n jul'y fund, to be paid to the County 
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· Clerk, and to be disposed of by him in the manner provided for in 
this act, and said Clerk and the sureties on his bond, shall b~ liable for 
any misapplication of said fund by said Clerk, or for any failure of said 
Clerk to apply the same as directed by this act." · 

Senator Grace moved to amend by striking out, "Clerk," where it ap
pears in the amendment, and inserting, "Treasurer." · 

Lost, and t.he amendment of the committee adopted. 
In Section 24, line 5, after the wordh "fees," insert the words, "and 

fines, with the na.mes of parties from w om received." 
Adopted. 
Change the number of Section 24 to 25, and the succeeding sections 

to correspond. 
Adopted. 
Senator McCormick offered the following amendment: 
"SEc. 29. All proceedings instituted and conducted in the County 

Courts before the passage of this a.ct, which would have been authorized 
byits.provisions, had .this act been in force at the time said proceedings
were instituted and conducted, shall have the same force a.nd effect and 
be as valid and binding on all parties undertaken to be effected there
by, as if the same had been in!.'tituted after the taking effect, of this 
act. And all official acts performed by the County Judge or Clerk of 
the County Court before the passage of this act, which would have been 
authorized by its provisions had thie act been in force, at the time said 
official acts were performed, shall be as vnlid and binding oil nil parties 
undertaken to be effected thereby, as if the s::i.me had been performed 
after the taking effect of this act." · 

Adopted. · 
Senator Martin offered the following amendment : 
Amend Section 2, line 2, by striking out the word, "at," and ·insert-

ing "in." · · 
In same line strike out the word, "seat." 
Lost. 
The President pro tem. in the chair. 
On motion of Senator Edwards, the bill was· taken up and read by 

sections for adoption. . 
Section 1 was then read and adopted. 
Section 2 was read and adopted. 
Section 3 was read. . 
Senator Storey offered the following amendment: 
Insert between lines 15 and 16, the words, "and concurrent jurisdic

tion with Justices of the 'Peaee in cases where the amount in contro
versy shn.11 exceed one hundred dollars and be less than two hundred 
dollars, inclusive of interest." 

Adopted. • 
Senator Ledbetter offered the following amendment: 
"Amend by striking out .the words," exclusive original," in Section 

3, line 11, and inserting "concurrent." 
Senatore Uoore moved to lay Senator Ledbetter's amendment on the 

table, which was carried by the following vote: 
YEAS-Senators Blassing:tme, Douglass, Edwards, Forc1

1 
Grace, Guy, 

Henry J. R., Henry F. M., Martin, McCulloch, Moore, Piner, Ripetoe, 
·Stephens, Terrell, Wortham-16. 
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NAYS-Senators Ball, Brown, Burton, Crain, Hobby, Ledbetter, Mc
Leary, McCormick, l\Iotley, Storey, Thompson-11: 

Se)'.lator Martin moved to reconsider the vote by which Senator 
StOrey's amendment wns :tdopted. . 
. . Sena.tor Crain moved to lay Senator Martin's motion on the table. 

Lost by the following vote : 
YEAS-Senators Crain, Edwards, McLcary, Storey, Thompson-5. 

· NAYS-Senators Bnll, Blassingame, Brown, Burton, Dou"'h~s, Ford , 
·Grace, Guy, Henry J. R., H enry F. M., .Ledbetter, Martin, Krccormick, 
McCulloch, Moore, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Stephens, Terrell, Wortham 

. -21. 
· Seuntor Martin's motion to reconsider the vote adopting Senator 
. Storey's amendment was carried by the following vote: . 

YEAS-Senators Dlnssingnme, Dougfa.ss, Ford, Grace, Guy, ·Henry 
' J. R., H enry F. l\I., Hobby, Martin, McCormick, McCulloch, l\Ioore, 
· Motley,.Piner, Ripetoe, Stephens, Thompson, Wortham-18. 
~ .NAYS-Senators B:ill, Brown, Burton, Crain, Edwards, Ledbetter, Mc-
.. Leary, Storey, Terrell-9. · . 

S.enator Martin moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning at 10 
· o'clock. 
· Senator McLeary moved to amend by inserting, "9 o'clock," in lieu 
· of" 10.n · 
' Accepted. . . 

Senator Crain moved to substitute by inserting, "until 9:59 A. M ." 
. Adopted, and .the Senate adjourned to that hour. · 

THIRTY~SECOND DAY . 

. SENATE CHAMBER, } 
AusTIN, TEXAS, May 25, 1876. 

· . Senate met pmsnnut to adjournn1ent. Roll cn1led. Quorum pl'es
ent. Prayer by Hev. l\[r. Stanton, Chaplain of the House. 

Journa.l of yesterday re:id and adopted. 
Semitor Storey in the chair. · 

~: On motion of Senator Douglass, Senator McCormick was granted 
.leave of absence for six diiys from Moncln.y next. 

Sena.tor J. R. Henry presentecl the petition of numerous citizens of 
pavnrro county, "solemnly protesting against the cutting off of any 
part of their county, for the formation of a .new ·county, particularly 
\off of the southern portion of the county." . 
·~ 'Rend and referred to the Committee on C'>unties and County Bonnd-
.aries. . · 
·:· Senn.tor l\fcLeary, Chn.irma.n of Committee on St.'l.te Affairs, snbmit

·~d the following reports: · 

.flon. R. B. Hubbai·cl, Ptesiclent of tlic Senate: · 
." Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom w;ts referred Senate Bill 
No, 93, entitled, "An Act to provide annual pensions for the sur riving 
~ol~iers of the Tens Revolution, and the smviving signers of the Dech• 
r~t1on of Texan Inclependeucc, nnd to the survivino- widows of such soi
g1ers and signers," have had the same under cousicferation, and instruct 
Ine to report the bill bn.ck to the Senate with the following amendments, 
~nd recommend its p:issnge, as nmended. 


